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But many of the Socialists could find only contempt for
the Russian surrender. " One shudders to think how
lightly they [the Bolsheviks] gave up Russian territory ",
wrote Friederich Stampfer. " Under similar circumstances
the German Social Democrats would never have acted
likewise.3'1 Little more than a year later, at Versailles,
German Social Democrats were offered an opportunity to
refuse their signatures to a peace treaty which they con-
demned. They, too, signed.

Once again Prince Leopold and Hoffmann were hosts
at a peace conference at Brest-Litovsk. In the absence of
Kuhhnann and Czernin at Bucharest, the German and
Austro-Hungarian Foreign Offices were represented by
Ambassador von Rosenberg and Baron von Merey. The
Bulgarian Minister to Vienna was assisted by General
Gantcheff, and the former Grand Vizier, Hakki Pasha, re-
appeared with General Zekki Pasha. But how different
was the spirit of this gathering as compared with the last.
This, thought Hoffmann, was a conference as it should
be; no more uncertainty, no more delay, no more nonsense.
It was with a feeling of complete assurance that the
representatives of the Central Powers came to Brest.

They had all arrived by February 26, but there was still
no sign of the Russians. The Soviet delegation, composed
of Sokolnikov, Joffe, Petrovsky, Karakhan, and Vassili
Chicherin, destined to become Trotsky's successor as
Foreign Affairs Commissar, together with Admiral Altvater
and his fellow hostages, had left Petrograd on the night
of the 24th and reached Pskov in safety. Here a shattered,
railway bridge, destroyed by their own troops in an
attempt to check the German advance, rendered their
further progress by rail impossible. A telegram to Brest
announced the continuation of their journey " by coach ",
but there was considerable delay in finding any form of
1 Vorwarts, February 24,1918.